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Hello, and Welcome Back Teachers,







March 15, 2011

Watershed Education Network (WEN) would like to thank you for your continued support of our programs. Last spring, more than 2000 students from over 30 classes participated in the School Stream Monitoring Program and gathered water quality data on stream reaches across western Montana.  We here at WEN are now in the process of entering that data into an accessible database, so watch for that coming up soon.  We’ve also recruited some of our great new and returning interns and volunteers for the 2011 spring season.  

A Fond Farewell: Josh Gubits

As some of you may know, I have recently taken the position of Environmental Scientist at the Whitefish Lake Institute. I wanted to take a moment to express my sincere gratitude for your program participation throughout the last four years. I have truly enjoyed the opportunity to work with such an amazing group of teachers and students. From the bitter cold days on the creek’s edge to sunny spring days during high flows, I will surely miss leading WEN’s excellent field based programs. However, I am confident that Kitty Galloway, WEN’s new program coordinator, has the enthusiasm and experience to offer the high quality standard of field based education that has become synonymous with WEN’s name.
Warmly,

Josh Gubits
A Warm Welcome: Kitty Galloway
As the new program coordinator, I’m excited to follow in Josh’s stellar footsteps and am looking forward to meeting you during class presentations and at the creek this spring. I studied Environmental Studies and Education at Huxley College, in Washington State, and have spent much of my time the past 5 years teaching children and young adults in various field environments.  I’ve been working on writing some new curriculum for WEN this season, and am eager to get my feet wet this spring in the rivers and streams of western Montana with you and your students!   
Spring Season: 2011

We’re looking forward to our 15th year in the field this season, welcoming the sunshine and perhaps some high flows and interesting data after such a snowy winter.  *Caution: In the event that your site has high water, making monitoring dangerous or difficult, WEN has developed some new, optional stations- details below.*  We hope that you and your class will join us at the creek or river this spring, for another fun and productive field science experience. 
WEN would like to again thank those classes who contributed to our program last fall by supporting WEN with the $50/per class program fee. We hate to do this, but WEN is now asking our participating schools to pay a sliding scale program fee of $50-$100/class for participation in all water education programs.  We thank you for your understanding that due to reduced funding and growing expenses, our programs need your support to continue.  Class fees go towards transportation, equipment and program costs.  If the fee presents a problem, please don’t hesitate to contact us so we can work with you or discuss ideas for parent support, business sponsors and grants.  Some teachers are approaching their school PTA, while some are asking students to bring $2-$4 from home in order to cover the fee.  Again, we are here to help you find ways to meet this program expense and WEN won’t turn any class away for lack of funding. We appreciate all your help in keeping School Stream Monitoring alive and kicking.

Scheduling:
We are offering our programs March 28 – June 10, Monday- Friday on a first come first served basis.  In the months of March and April, we’re trying to minimize afternoon programs on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  In May and June, our schedule returns to complete availability, Monday – Friday. 
Due to unpredictable spring flows and rumors of flooding, WEN may need to reschedule due to dangerous weather or river conditions.  We’ll give you as much notice as we can.  We ask for reciprocal notice and consideration if you need to reschedule a program. 

Please call the WEN office at 541-9287, Kitty at (206) 419-6165, send an email  with the filled out fieldtrip request form to water@montanawatershed.org, or send the fieldtrip request form to: 315 South 4th E, Suite 203, Missoula, MT, 59801, to schedule your class visit. 
WEN Program Options: 

*School Stream Monitoring Program –1-2 classroom presentations and fieldtrip


*Groundwater/ Aquifer Education lessons and activities – classroom presentation


*Milltown Dam Journeys –3 classroom presentations and fieldtrip to Milltown Bluff

*Riparian Plant Community and Noxious Weed Identification and Monitoring –classroom presentation and fieldtrip

Note: Class presentations take a minimum of 50 minutes, and fieldtrips require a minimum of 2 hours, not including transportation.  If you wish to include four stations in your field science experience, please schedule additional time. 

Some of these programs can be combined or substituted in the event of high water.  We are also happy to tailor WEN’s programs to what fits your class schedule and river site best. Please email or call Kitty to create your customized fieldtrip. 

With so many new and exciting additions, our spring is already filling up, so please schedule your field trip with us as soon as possible.

Once we hear from you and your fieldtrip is confirmed, we will email you a packet of photo release forms and pretests for you to distribute to your students. You can also find these on our website under ‘programs’. Please distribute the photo release forms to the students prior to your class’s trip so that we can collect them on our day in the field. We also ask that students take the pre-test before the class visit or field trip.  Student test results help WEN evaluate our educational impact and improve our programs. Please check the website, www.montanawatershed.org , and click the WEN Google calendar link on our home page to view upcoming trainings and availability for field trips. We have some trainings coming up at Greenough Park on March 27th and 28th from 4-7pm, and we encourage teachers to attend one of these trainings. 
Thanks and we look forward to seeing you and your class out at the creek!

Best,

Kitty Galloway, Field Coordinator
and          Deb Fassnacht, Executive Director



